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Dai Zhuang language 


Dai Zhuang is a Tai language spoken in Wenshan 
Prefecture , Yunnan, China, in Yanshan, Wenshan, 
Maguan, Malipo, Guangnan counties. It is also spoken in 
Honghe Prefecture and Vietnam. The largest 
concentrations are in Wenshan (50% of total Zhuang 
population) and Yanshan (20% of total Zhuang 
population) counties (Johnson 2011b). 
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Names 


Below are various names (both autonyms and exonyms) 
for speakers of Dai Zhuang (Johnson 2011a:43). 

■ Pu Dai (^(it§) 

■ Tuliao, Tulao (±1 ^n ±^) 

■ Tuzu (±®i) 

■ Pulao, Puliao (^(i1^; ancient Chinese ethnonym) 

Subdivisions and distribution 


Dai Zhuang 


Wen-Ma Southern Zhuang 
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Distribution of Dai Zhuang language 

Native to 

China 

Region 

Wenshan Prefecture 

Native speakers 

100,000 (2008)W 

Language 

Kra-Dai 

family 

■ Tai 


■ Central Tai 

■ Dai Zhuang 
Language codes 

ISO 639-3 Either: 

zhd - Dai Zhuang 

tyi - Thu Lao (duplicate 

code) 

Glottolog daizl235 (http://glottolo 

g.org/resource/languoid/i 
d/daizl235)[2] 


Johnson (2011b) splits Dai Zhuang into 4 dialects according to tonal splitting patterns: Northern, Central, 
Southern, and Northeastern. They roughly correspond with the following ethnic subdivisions (Johnson 
2011a). 

■ Northern: Piled Headdress Tu (DaTou Tu, Daigelai, Black Tulao). Spoken in northern 

Wenshan and western Yanshan counties. 

■ Central: Flat Headdress Tu (Ping Tou Tu, River Bank Tulao). Spoken around the city 

of Wenshan, and in central Wenshan County's Panzhihua (P^?B) Township. 























■ Southern: Pointed Headdress Tu (Jian Tou Tu, Spoken in Malipo and Maguan 

counties. 

■ Northeastern: Slanted Headdress Tu (Pian Tou Tu, Spoken in Guangnan and 

eastern Yanshan counties. 

In Vietnam, Thu Lao (autonym: La HCf, meaning 'black earth') is spoken in the following 7 villages 
(Nguyin2014:14).[^] 

■ Mddng Kht/dng District, Lao Cai Province 

■ Ta Gia Khau Commune 

■ La Hd (48 households, 228 individuals) 

■ La Mang (26 households, 123 individuals) 

■ Lung Th§ng (15 households, 71 individuals) 

■ Tao Tung, Thanh Blnh Commune, Mt/dng Kht/dng District, Lao Cai Province (5 
households, 28 individuals) 

■ Si Ma Cai District, Lao Cai Province 

■ Sin Chai, Thao Chd Phln Commune (42 households, 199 individuals) 

■ Khuon Pong, Ban Mg Commune (29 households, 138 individuals) 

■ Ta Chai, Na San Commune (71 households, 337 individuals) 

Jerold Edmondson describes Thu Lao as a Central Tai language with about 200 speakers that retains voiced 
initial consonants in low tones, like Tay of Triing Khanh District, Cao Bang Province. 

Yunnan (1979)^^^^ reports that a Tai-speaking group called the Baiyi live in Wenshan City, Maguan 
County, and Qiaotou Township 5^ BH ^ of Hekou Yao Autonomous County. Yunnan (1979) 

suggests that it may be similar to Tai Lue. The Baiyi are classified as ethnic Dai in Hekou, and as Zhuang in 
Wenshan and Maguan. In 1960, the Baiyi had a population of 6,958. 

Phonology 


Many Dai Zhuang dialects preserve voiced stops inherited from Proto-Tai (L-Thongkum 1997). L- 
Thongkum calls the dialects with the voiced stops "Dai Tho," and the dialects without any voiced stops "Tai 
Tho." 

See also 


■ Tay language 


References 


1. Dai Zhuang (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/zhd/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 
Thu Lao (duplicate code) (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/tyl/) at Ethnologue (18th 
ed., 2015) 

2. Hammarstrdm, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Dai Zhuang" (http://gl 
ottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/daizl235). Glottol og 3.0 . Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute 
for the Science of Human History. 






3. Nguyen Hung Manh. 2014. Tri thuc dan gian trong viec bao ve rC/ng thieng, rC/ng dau nguon 
cua ngUdi Thu Lao (Xa Ta Gia Khau, Huyen ML/dng KhLfcfng, Tinh Lao Cai). Nha xuat ban 
van hoa thong tin. ISBN 978-604-50-1511-7 

4. http://www.uta.edu/faculty/jerry/research/map.html 

5. Yunnan minzu shibie zonghe diaocha zubian (1979). Yunnan 

minzu shibie zonghe diaocha baogao (1960 nian) (httiD://www.readbooks.cc/book/ll/detail_17 
16976./?fm| :^j^S^^iP^ayiT^'□illl^^i^(1960^). Kunming: Yunnan minzuxue yanjiu suoyin ^ 

Further reading 


■ Johnson, Eric C. 2011a. "The Southern Zhuang Languages of Yunnan Province's Wenshan 
Prefecture from a Sociolinguistic Perspective (http://www.sil.org/resources/archives/41607)." 
[Working paper]. S.I.: s.n. 49 pages. 

■ Johnson, Eric C. 2011b. "A Lexical and Phonological Comparison of the Central Taic 
Languages of Wenshan Prefecture, China: Getting More Out of Language Survey Wordlists 
Than Just Lexical Similarity Percentages, (http://www.sil.org/resources/archives/41954)" SIL 
Electronic Working Papers 2011-005: 170. 


■ L.-Thongkum, Theraphan. 1997. "Implications of the retention of proto-voiced plosives and 
fricatives in the Dai Tho language of Yunnan Province for a theory of tonal development and 
Tai language classification." In Comparative Kadai: The Tai branch, Jerold A. Edmondson and 
David B. Solnit (eds.). pages 191-219. Summer Institute of Linguistics and the University of 
Texas at Arlington Publications in Linguistics 124. Dallas: Summer Institute of Linguistics and 
the University of Texas at Arlington. 


Ngo DOc Thinh & Chu Thai Sdn (1975). "May y kien gop phan xac minh ngOdi Thu Lao d 
Lao Cai". In, Uy ban khoa hoc xa hoi Viet Nam: Vien dan tgc hoc. Ve van dexac dinh thanh 
phan cac dan toe thieu so dmien bac Viet Nam, 256-273. Ha Ngi: Nha xuat ban khoa hgc xa 


hgi. 


■ Maguan County Ethnic Affairs Bureau. 2008. The Dai people of Maguan County 
Kunming: Yunnan People's Press 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dai_Zhuang_language&oldid=948857421" 


This page was last edited on 3 April 2020, at 12:44 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization. 





